WEEK FOUR: PLAN

Hipe

As we drove home from a Christmas party one evening, my family and | approached a small
country church nestled between glittering snowbanks. From a distance, | could see its holiday
display. Strings of white lights formed the capital letters: H-O-P-E. The sight of that word
shining in the darkness reminded me that Jesus is, and always has been, the hope of
humankind.

Before Jesus was born, people hoped for the Messiah—the One who would shoulder their sin
and intercede with God on their behalf (Isa. 53:12). They expected the Messiah to arrive
through a virgin who would bear-a son in Bethlehem and would-name Him Immanuel, “God
with'us” (7:14). The night Jesus was born, their hope was fulfilled (Luke 2:1-14).

Although we’re no longer waiting for Jesus in the form of an.infant, He is still the source of our
hope. We watch for His second coming (Matt. 24:30); we anticipate the heavenly home He is
preparing for us (John 14:2); and we dream of living with Him in His celestial city (1 Thess. 4:16).
As Christians, we can look forward to the future because the baby in the manger was, and still
is, “the Lord Jesus Christ, our hope” (1 Tim. 1:1).

"Hope means hoping when things are hopeless, or it is no virtue at all... As long as matters are
really hopeful, hope is mere flattery or platitude; it is only when everything is hopeless that
hope begins to be a strength.” ~Gilbert Keith G. K. Chesterton

Prager

"I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you may know the hope to
which he has called you, the riches of his glorious inheritance in his people” ~Ephesian 1:18

Thank Jesus for the hope found in him. Ask Him to show you ways in which you can bring
hope to the people in your sphere of influence and those you come into contact with today.



